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It is much to be desired that Residents who are
appointed by Local Governments should be sternly
forbidden to attempt to administer native States
after the British fashion, that Ministers should be
chosen from the inhabitants of the State itself,
and that they should be left to manage affairs
in concert with, and under the supervision of, the
ruling chief, without interference except in cases of
gross misgovernment.

Instructions to this effect are given by the
Government of India, and there is clear evidence
that Lord Morley and Lord Minto wish to jealously
guard the rights of ruling chiefs. Nevertheless, in
some cases, and particularly in respect of native
States in political relations with Provincial Govern-
ments, the spirit of these instructions by no means
inspires the Resident and the Local Government.
This is the more unfortunate as ruling princes will
not as a rule complain, and it is easy to understand
their reasons for abstention.

It is not to be supposed from these remarks
that ruling chiefs are discontented. Indeed the
contrary is the fact, but that is only another reason
for the most scrupulous, and even meticulous, recog-
nition of their rights.

Nothing could be better than their attitude has
been throughout the recent unrest in India. Ruling
chief after ruling chief, by means of resolutions,
meetings, and letters to the Times, has repudiated